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Igo to church. Most of you who read this go to church too. But in North America andEurope churchgoers are a declining species. If we went by statistics alone, our diagnosismight be “Terminal”.
Many go to church regularly. Others “darken the door” occasionally. Many more have
given up on church — it bores them, it turns them off, it no longer speaks to them or
engages them. 
For some, weekly, even daily Mass means a great deal. For others, a First Communion, 
a Confirmation, a Wedding or a Funeral seems to suffice. 
Holy Week 2009 drew large crowds to St. Joseph’s Church — the Spiritan parish in
Scarborough. Year by year the atmosphere lures them, the ceremonies engage them, palms
are brought home, Reconciliation is experienced, feet are washed, a vigil is kept before the
Blessed Sacrament, John’s account of the Passion is heard and the Cross venerated, the
Easter vigil processes from darkness to light, through death to resurrection. Jesus Christ is
risen! Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!
So much for churchgoing. What of church as people, church as the followers of Jesus —
the human church beyond the parish building?
There was no church building on the first Pentecost. The followers of Jesus were behind
locked doors, leaderless, afraid to come out, waiting for “the coming of the Spirit”. Not
knowing what that really meant, they huddled in an upper room. 
There that upstairs group of Jewish men and women experienced the energy of the Holy
Spirit — “tongues of fire and a powerful wind”. Swept off their feet, driven outdoors, they
filled Jerusalem with their message. Many believed. The church was born.
Where is that outgoing-ingathering church today?
Look through the articles in this edition of Spiritan. Two faith animators talk about their
approach to teenagers on retreat. They urge them to get their heads and their hearts around
the Golden Rule and bring it to life in their music and dance, their songs and skits. To their
surprise the teens find that many if not all world religions share one or other version of this
core religious insight. Canadian VICS volunteers spend some time at the service of others in
faraway places with strange sounding names. We look back over the life and influence of
the last to die of our Spiritan Founding Fathers in Ontario, Father Bob Hudson. We savour
a smorgasbord of thoughts on church, not all to our liking perhaps, but nevertheless food
for thought. 
Church is a rich word. We debase its value when we confine it to what goes on in church
buildings, in the Vatican, or in this or that diocese. Yes, we are human — even if not
sufficiently human at times. So we fall short of who we are called to be. We lose our way.
We mistake secondary stuff for what really matters. All our top management is male, most
of them elderly, lacking a female presence to suggest creative alternatives. We underestimate
the contribution women could make if only doors were open to them.
We are multicultural even if Eurocentric in our leaders. We are Catholic, although not
catholic enough. We condemn when we might usefully listen to and learn from
contemporary thinking. We write it off as having nothing to teach us. We tend to live in 
the past and let the world pass us by. We denounce more than we deliver. We have been
around for quite some time. “Going forward” will we become truly “catholic” — 
all-inclusive, universal in our members and our leaders?
Pentecost is our Spiritan feast. This Pentecost let us mine our original source of energy
and life — let us tap into the ever-active Holy Spirit for insight, wisdom, courage, creativity
and reconciliation. Let us dare to say “Come Holy Spirit” to this life-giving, unpredictable
and sometimes disturbing Spirit of the living God.
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